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2017 CCIM
Commercial Real

Estate Outlook
Event Set 

17th Annual CCIM District
Conference
Thursday, January 19th
7:30 a.m. - noon
Harborside Event Center
1375 Monroe Street
Fort Myers, FL  33901
 
Early registration pricing lasts
through January 6th. 

Register here. 

Two Lee Health
Hospitals Named

to Top List

Economic Development
News

Message From Your EDO Manager
Much to be Thankful For

As we approach the end
of 2016, we as a
community, have a
great deal to be thankful
for.  We are growing
our residential and
commercial tax bases
at very strong rates. 
On the commercial
side, we have moved
the needle a great
deal.  Our commercial
tax base has grown
from 8% to 12% over
the past two years and we are hopeful that the
momentum we have built will continue into 2017 and
beyond.

We have several large-scale projects hitting the books.
Pine Island Road is seeing tremendous growth. South
Cape is continuing to evolve into a special place for
residents and visitors alike.  Our team is delighted about
new median improvements on Cape Coral Parkway, an

upcoming streetscape project on 47th Terrace and the
many new South Cape venues that have opened. 

As we prepare to enjoy the holiday season in Cape Coral,
we here at the Economic Development office want you to
enjoy all that our city has to offer.  Enjoy your families
and stay safe, healthy and happy as we embark upon
2017 and all that has in store for us.

Sincerely,
 

Dana Brunett
 
City of Cape Coral
Economic Development Manager

Business Profile: CapeStyle Magazine
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Lee Health's Cape Coral
Hospital and Golisano Children's
Hospital of Southwest Florida
have been named 'Top
Hospitals' by The Leapfrog
Group.  Only 115 hospitals in
the country, including 11 in
Florida, earned this distinction.
 This recognition focuses on
each hospital's commitment to
patient safety and quality.
 
To learn more about Top
Hospitals, click here.

A Step Toward Good
Health in 2017

What better way to kick off the
new year than to join in a
countywide challenge to
achieve a healthier life?

Healthy Lee's Million Mile
Movement is asking all of us to
participate in staying active
enough for Lee County to log in
1,000,000 miles in the first
three months of 2017.

You can register as an individual
or create a team, then, on
January 9th, get moving!
 Participants will have access to
an easy-to-use website to log
daily activities like walking,
running, swimming and
bicycling.  Any movement
counts!

Bringing Good News to Cape Coral

 
CapeStyle Magazine launched in June, 2016 as the only
monthly magazine written by Cape residents about Cape
residents.  "We are proud to be residents of Cape Coral
and are thrilled to be active in the community we love," say
publishers Kevin and Susan McNamara. They moved here
12 years ago from Philadelphia, along with their (now
teenaged) son. "We have seen a lot of growth and the
many great changes happening and are excited for those
still to come. The future is certainly looking bright.  And
CapeStyle is our way of helping to highlight the amazing
people we have in this community."  
 
CapeStyle is a lifestyle magazine, featuring articles on the
incredible people living and working in Cape Coral, along
with Hometown Heroes, kids, craft beer, wine, health,
nutrition, finance, local businesses and more. The front
covers of the magazine are created by local artists each
month, making it truly special. 
 
The McNamara's enjoy working with the City of Cape Coral,
Economic Development Office, Chamber of Commerce,
South Cape Hospitality & Entertainment Association, Cape
Coral Art League, the new Cape Coral Animal Shelter, and
others to help promote all the great things about Cape
Coral. 
 
"We want to create a place where residents and visitors can
find out what's going on in The Cape at any given time,"
adds Susan McNamara. "We are working to build a
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Registration is open now.
There's still plenty of time to
form teams to help you achieve
a healthier lifestyle.

Click here to register or to log
in if you participated in this
event last year.

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

  
113 new businesses registered

for Cape Coral Tax Receipts

(Business Licenses)

in November 2016.

 

Click here to view new Cape

business reports.

Upcoming
Learning

Opportunities

 
Cape Coral Chamber Food
for Thought Seminar
Thursday, January 5
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Cape Coral Technical College
360 Santa Barbara Blvd. N
Cape Coral, FL 33993
Cost is $15 for members; $20
for non-members and includes
lunch.
 
This meeting often includes an
educational presentation by a

calendar of events on our website where people will be able
to find out what's happening and when."
 
They are also working with the city to create maps of the
different areas, drawn by nationally known cartoonist and
new Cape resident Mark Herron.  "The first map will be
released in January of the South Cape district," notes Kevin
McNamara.  "We are excited for the public to see it."

Print copies of the magazine are available at over 100
locations throughout Cape Coral.  To view a digital edition
of the December issue, click here.

CapeStyleMag.com     info@CapeStyleMag.com
239-910-4765 (Susan) or 239-898-7397 (Kevin)

New EBook Offers Practical Insights on
Starting & Running a Florida Business 

The Florida Department of
Business & Professional
Regulation (DBPR) is on a
mission to help business owners
overcome intimidation and learn
how to run a successful business
by focusing on more that
numbers.

In a new 42-page eBook, The
DBPR profiles real-life Florida-
based entrepreneurs, from the
Jacksonville-area firefighters

behind Firehouse Subs to a Barbaric Barbell, a
Tallahassee-based athletic wear company.

"Opening a business can be an intimidating process, and
that's exactly why we put this book together," says DBPR
Secretary Ken Lawson as part of the introduction. "I want to
share with you some of the career advice and professional
stories, both good and bad, I've heard from some of the
amazing people who make our state work."

The Lessons Learned sections throughout the book make
for especially interesting reads.

Click here to access the eBook, entitled DBPR Business
Brief.  

Good Times Ahead!
By Russ Winstead CBA, CFM, CGBP FGCU Small Business

Development Center, Cape Coral Consultant

239.573.2737
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representative of SCORE.  Also,
enjoy the chance to network
and learn. Details about the
January event will be provided
on the Special events section of
the Chamber website soon.
CapeCoralChamber.com

Cape Coral Business
Alliance
Tuesday, January 10
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Big Blue Brewing
4721 SE 10 Place
Cape Coral, FL  33904
Cost is $25 and includes lunch.
 
Cape Coral Community
Foundation President & CEO
Michael Chatman will speak
about community stewardship
and the Giving Alliance of
Women will be the January
charity spotlight. To register,
visit:
capebusinessalliance.com

Entrepreneur By Choice
Monthly Every 2nd Tuesday
January 10
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Park in the Big John's Parking lot

on E 47th Terrace and follow
signs to the meeting space.
No Cost:  Includes Jet's Pizza.
 
This is a free and ongoing
school intended to teach people
that if they can learn how to
'think like an entrepreneur', the
principles can be applied to any
facet of life.  For more
information, visit:
eByChoice Facebook page.

Our popular 4th Wednesday
BizChat series is back!
Wednesday, January 25
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Nicholas Annex
815 Nicholas Parkway
Cape Coral, FL  33990

Hosted by the Cape Coral EDO
in partnership with FGCU's
Small Business Development
Center with participation from
the Cape Chamber and a host
of community partners.

The U.S. Economy is
composed of predominantly
small businesses. As such,
small business owners have
the largest impact on the
economy. In addition to being
the economic engine (from a
sales standpoint) they are also one of the largest consumer
groups. So it is safe to say, what these business owners
think, feel, and how they act, has a huge impact on moving
our economy forward.

The way it works is this: If people (business owners)
believe it's going to be good and we are heading into a time
of growth and opportunity, they invest; they buy new
equipment, hire new employees and tend to be
exceptionally motivated.

My friends, we are heading into that time! In my 30+ years
of business ownership and consulting, I have never seen
more optimism and excitement. I have spoken with around
100 different business owners over the last month, some
long-term business owners and some just starting a new
business. The thing they all have in common is that they
are all ramping up for what they expect to be the best year
ever!

This situation is a kind of "self-fulfilling prophecy".  What we
believe can make it happen. If we believe it's going to be
good, we act like its good; we spend like it's good and we
manage our money like it's good. We make it good by our
actions.

Conversely, if we think it's going to be bad, we pull back;
we don't hire and maybe we trim our employees. We
certainly don't invest in our business or order extra
inventory!

I could go into all the other economic and political reasons
used to predict the probabilities of economic direction, but I
believe the smiles on people's faces, the attitudes
expressed, and the plans for the future I've heard, tell me
much more than anything else!  Have an Awesome 2017!

CCCIA's 2016 ACE Awards Go to.....

In a special ceremony
honoring the best of Cape
Coral's local building
industry, Cape Coral
Construction Industry
Association (CCCIA)
Executive Director Bill

Johnson, Jr.had nothing but good news to share.
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This meeting offers existing and
prospective business owners an
opportunity to test their
company elevator speech and
learn how to fine-tune the
message.  Enjoy a free light
lunch and hear a short
educational message from a
small business expert.

Resources for
Effective Business

Goal Setting in 2017

If the year ahead is anywhere
close to being as good as some
experts are predicting, then it's
clearly time to get busy goal
setting for 2017.

Even if you are one of the
industrious ones who already
has a set of goals, these 15
resources may still prove to be
useful. 

The information here ranges
from a tutorial on backward goal
setting that walks you through a
process of creating realistic
goals, then breaking them into
single actions that can be done
one at a time -- to a 3o minute
goal setting cheat sheet -- and
helpful apps that will guide you
in setting goals and, more
importantly, tracking their
progress.

Learn more.

Resources
 

Cape Coral Chamber

 
CareerSource Southwest

 

"There were 1,280 single family home permits pulled
just this year," said Johnson. "2016 has been the
largest growth year we have seen in the Cape Coral
building industry since 2007." 

The ACE awards honor top members within the CCCIA
organization.  This year's winners are:

Contractor of the Year: Sinclair Custom Homes
Sub-Contractor of the Year: Stokes Marine
Affiliate of the Year: B2 Technology Solutions, Inc.
Volunteer of the Year: Laura Koehn, CapeCoral.com

Click here to view event photos and coverage by
CapeCoral.com.

Attention Financial Planners --
A Lunch and Learn Just For You

Winning Approaches to Charitable
Giving
Thursday, January 12th
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Faith Presbyterian Church Fellowship
Hall

This event, hosted by the Cape Coral
Community Foundation (CCCF) will
present the expertise of gift-giving
guru, Phil Cubeta. Cubeta has more
than 20 years of experience in
charitable gift planning and currently directs and teaches
the Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy (CAP) curriculum at
The American College of Financial Services.    

"The average donor has seven percent of their assets in
cash but 93 percent in noncash assets such as real estate,
life insurance, stocks and personal property," says CCCF
President & CEO Michael Chatman.  "This presents an
incredible fundraising opportunity for nonprofits, and an
opportunity for advisors to increase assets under
management."   

Those who attend can expect to learn why charitable gifts
of noncash assets should matter.   Individuals may register
for this free event by calling or emailing the Cape Coral
Community Foundation at 239-542-5594
or CCCF@CapeCoralCF.org. 

  
Like Cape Coral 

Economic Development on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter for the latest Economic Development News.
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Florida
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CCCIA

City of Cape Coral 

Cape Coral Business
Alliance

Goodwill MicroEnterprise
Prog.

 Lee County EDO
 

SW Florida Economic
Development Alliance

SBDC
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